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act temporarily as governor when the proconsul or legate was
absent or died during his term of office.
A complete elimination of senators, however, from provincial
commands which had long been reserved to them was not at once
possible, and elsewhere Severus contented himself with reducing
the importance of such functions and the freedom of their exercise*
He resumed the policy of breaking up provinces into smaller
units: we have seen that Syria and Britain, the provinces from
which Niger; and Albinus had made their challenge, were each
divided into two commands, and that the military area of Numidia
was separated from proconsular Africa and erected into an inde-
pendent province governed by the legate of the legion which
garrisoned it (III Augusta). And in all provinces alike the freedom
of the senatorial governors was restricted by the activity of imperial
procurators1.
The increased activity of the imperial procurators in the pro-
vinces was* especially due to an enlargement of the imperial sources
of revenue and a re-organization of the financial administration.
To m"eet the difficulties bequeathed to him by Commodus and to
cover his own lavish (expenditure Severus had tried the usual ex-
pedient of debasing the currency, the silver content of the denarius
being reduced to about 50 "per cent That this fresh debasement;
when exploited by specu]^if%:Was liable to provoke local crises is
proved by.^<le^ae,of the Senate of Mylasa (in Caria)2, which
shows that therfc it drove the undepreciated local currency out of
circulation and caused a sharp rise in prices; and Mylasa cannot
have been alone in this experience. But a rise in prices does not
seem to have become general3, and Severus did not find it necessary
to have recourse to large or frequent emissions of coinage, partly
because improved material conditions increased taxable capacity,
partly because of the wealth that passed into his hands from a new
source. This was the confiscated property of those who had sup-
ported Niger and Albinus. For its administration a new treasury
was instituted, the res -privata principis. The patrimonium had long
tended to become confused with the jfo:#j, and now it gradually
ceased to have a separate administration. The new treasury enabled
* Thus, in Britain the procurator now appears alongside the governor in
inscriptions recording the restoration of military buildings. Cf. C.I.L* nri
1003 (from Risingham) and Arch. Ael 4th ser. xvi, 1939 (from Chesters)
for the association of the procurator, Odatinius Adventus, with the cqristflar
legate, Alfenus Senecio.                         * O.G.LS. 515.                   '.
a F. Heichelheim, in Klio, xxvr, 1932-3, pp. 102-4, and Beontfnic
History (suppl. to Econ. Joum), m, 10, Feb. 1935, pp, 7,-ig^l- -.-J'..